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New Mangalore Port Authority Hosts Workshop on Maritime 
Adversities: A Confluence of Expertise and Collaboration 

NMPA today conducted a pivotal workshop on “Maritime Adversities”, bringing 
together maritime professionals, domain experts, port users, and other key 
stakeholders to address and deliberate on challenges confronting the maritime 
sector. 

The event commenced with an inaugural session graced by eminent dignitaries 
such as: Chief Guest Capt. Brijesh Chowta, Hon’ble MP, DK District, president 
of the event Dr. A. V. Ramana, Chairman, NMPA, Smt. S. Shanthi, Dy. 
Chairperson, NMPA, Shri Padmanabhachar. K. IOFS, CVO-NMPA, domain 
experts Capt. L. K. Panda, Ex-Nautical Advisor, D. G. Shipping, and Capt. S. 
I. Abul Kalam Azad Nautical Advisor cum Additional DG (Nautical) i/c, D.G. 
Shipping and Capt. Manoj Joshi, Dy. Conservator, NMPA.  

The workshop began with a warm and insightful Welcome Address by Capt. 
Manoj Joshi, Dy. Conservator, NMPA who highlighted the importance of 
organizing such events to foster maritime safety and preparedness in today’s 
dynamic environment. He emphasized NMPA’s proactive initiatives and the 
relevance of knowledge-sharing forums in enhancing operational excellence. 

The event was formally inaugurated by Capt. Brijesh Chowta, Hon’ble MP, DK 
District in presence of all the dignitaries. Hon’ble MP Capt. Brijesh Chowta in 
his speech, emphasized the crucial role of the port and maritime sector in 
realizing the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision, stating that the development of the 
Dakshina Kannada region is intrinsically tied to the growth of New Mangalore 
Port. 

As the MP representing a region with one of India’s most dynamic ports, 
currently celebrating its Golden Jubilee, he acknowledged the immense 



potential for economic growth and development in the region through maritime 
advancement. 

He highlighted the urgent need of upgrading road and rail connectivity to 
Mangalore. He also highlighted a second major initiative: setting up a 
shipbuilding and ship repair facility on the West Coast, ideally at or near 
Mangalore.  

Dr. A. V. Ramana, Chairman, NMPA delivered a compelling address 
highlighting the port's remarkable progress, the region's maritime legacy, and 
the urgent need to address emerging threats along India’s western coastline. 
Tackling challenges like unsafe vessels not only improves operational safety 
but enhances national efficiency. India, known for its rich maritime heritage, is 
rapidly advancing towards becoming a global economic superpower by 2047. 
In this context, the Chairman underscored the importance of strengthening 
India's "Neel Arthvyavasta" (Blue Economy) and protecting the coastal 
ecosystem from environmental and operational threats. 

Providing an overview of New Mangalore Port's growth, he proudly announced 
that the Port’s Profit After Tax had grown from ₹101 crore in 2019 to ₹455 
crore in 2024–25, alongside significant improvements in key performance 
indicators such as operational efficiency, turnaround time, and reduced idle 
time. 

The connectivity issues via Shiradi Ghat were highlighted as a critical 
bottleneck. However, under the support of the Hon’ble MP and Central 
Government, the Chairman expressed optimism that tunnel connectivity through 
the Ghats would soon materialize. 

As NMPA approaches its Golden Jubilee year (2025), the Chairman outlined 
the port’s increased focus on CSR initiatives, particularly in supporting local 
schools. He stressed that nurturing the youth between ages 7 to 15 will shape 
a responsible and capable future generation. 



The Chairman called for stricter enforcement of maritime laws and vigilance 
against such high-risk shipping practices, which threaten national interests, 
coastal communities and marine environment. 

Shri Krishna Bapi GR, Senior Deputy Secretary, NMPA, shared valuable 
insights on the legal frameworks, statutory provisions, and administrative roles 
of ports during maritime adversities. His session highlighted how Acts, Laws, 
and Port Functions work in unison to ensure resilience, accountability, and 
efficient crisis management in the maritime domain. 

Capt. L. K. Panda, Ex-Nautical Advisor, D. G. Shipping, gave a comprehensive 
overview of maritime adversities — from marine casualties, oil spills, piracy, 
and natural calamities to cargo-related disputes. The importance of Maritime 
Domain Awareness (MDA) to improve situational, threat, and response 
awareness. Ensuring better preparedness through coordinated legislation, inter-
agency SOPs, and robust information fusion frameworks. 

Capt. S. I. Abul Kalam Azad Nautical Advisor cum Additional DG (Nautical) 
i/c, D.G. Shipping, shared first hand operational experiences and case studies 
on managing maritime accidents and emergencies. He discussed lessons 
learned and various strategies that could be implemented across major Indian 
ports. 

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from port stakeholders and 
users, including terminal operators, shipping lines, customs officials, logistics 
players, marine professionals etc. Participants gained deeper insights into risk 
mitigation, compliance requirements, and collaboration strategies that are 
crucial for handling modern maritime adversities. 

The workshop concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Mr. Shailendra Kumar, 
Harbour Master, NMPA, who expressed gratitude to the distinguished speakers, 
stakeholders, organizing team, and participants. 


